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NEWS ITEMS 

 

5 die in boating accident in Florida, 4/13/09 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. (UPI) -- A boat crashed in the 
Intercoastal Waterway in Florida, killing five people and injuring 
seven others, three critically, 
authorities said. Between 12 and 14 
people were aboard the pleasure 
craft when the accident occurred near the Palm Valley 
Bridge near Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. A Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission spokesperson 
said the 22-foot 2000 Crownline hit a 25-foot tug moored 
at a dock under construction. The wreck happened in an 
area of the waterway that has no posted speed limit. How fast 
the boat was going, the number of occupants and whether they 
were wearing safety vests, weather conditions and whether alcohol 
was involved were questions that were unanswered as the 
investigation began. 

 

 

 

 

 Fisherman’s body found, mate 

missing, 04/15/09 

South Austrailia-Police say the 

body has been found of one of 

two professional fishermen 

involved in a boating accident at 

Port Hughes on South Australia's 

Yorke Peninsula. The victim a 61 year old male from Moonta 

and his colleague, 62, from Moonta Bay, failed to return to 

shore in their five-metre boat by late Tuesday night, p 
rompting their families to notify authorities. An air and sea 

search found some debris in the water and police say the body 

was found just before noon. The boat has been towed to 

Wallaroo and a search continues for the second man. "At the 

moment we hold very grave fears for that man but we will 

continue the search. A reassessment will be made at nightfall," 

said one rescuer. 
 

 

 
 

NATIONAL SAFE BOATING WEEK 

MAY 16-24, 2009 

April 16,1820-Landing parties from 
the US Coast Guard cutters 
Louisiana and Alabama destroyed a 

pirate base on Breton Island, Nova Scotia  

 

Seven injured in boat accident off St Justinian, 04/15/09 

WALES, UK-Seven people were taken to Withybush 

Hospital following an accident on a boat trip near St Davids. 

A Thousand Island Expeditions vessel landed heavily after 

coming off a wave at around mid-afternoon off St Justinian. 

Ambulance crews were called by Milford Haven Coastguard 

and two ambulances, a rapid response vehicle and the Air 

Ambulance were tasked to the scene. An RAF Sea King also 

attended and conveyed one person to Withybush Hospital 

with back injuries. The Air Ambulance made two trip 
Withybush from the scene, taking two of the 11 passengers 

on board for treatment. Four others were 

conveyed by land ambulance to 

Haverfordwest and treated for various 

minor injuries, including bruised or 

broken ribs. St Davids coastguard 

rescue were mobilised and assisted 

in getting passengers off the vessel. 

The Marine Accident Investigation 

Branch (MAIB) have been informed and 

the boat is due to be examined by the 

Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA).  
 

 

Father and daughter die in boating accident, 04/12/09 

MIAMI, Fla (Miami Herald) - A joint funeral will be held 

Thursday for a father and daughter who died over the weekend 

in a boating accident near Black Point Marina in South 

Miami-Dade. The 49 year old and 

his 8-year-old daughter 

drowned on Biscayne Bay 

between Sunday and Monday 

morning. Miami-Dade homicide detectives are 

still trying to determine how the two ended up 

in the water. The family’s 17-foot boat, which 

was towing a giant inner tube, was found empty 

in the mangroves near the marina. Father and 

daughter were both in bathing suits. Life jackets did not 

appear to be in use. 

 

The Channel 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Mark Your Calendars 

 
BOAT Virginia Safety Classes 

 
Sat 18 Apr 2009, 9A-4P 

Hurt Pentecostal Holiness Church 
 

Sat 2 May 2009, 9A-4P 
Lynchburg Police Academy 

 
Sat 27 Jun 2009 9A-4P 

Madison Heights WALMART Super Store 
 

Call Marty Hallgren   434-384-0454 
 

 

Blue Ridge Brawl 
Elite BassMaster Classic 

Tournament 

Smith Mtn Lake 

23-26 April 2009 

 (Still looking for 

crew/coxs/watchstanders) 

Talk to your FSO-OPS  

 

 

        BWX Safety Fair 
          Thursday, 7 May   6A-6P 

          Mt. Athos BWX Campus 

        We will set up and staff a safety booth as part 

of a safety fair with 27 other exhibitors 

 

WHAT’S NEW 

 

APC Course Now Available Online 
The Administrative Procedure Course (APC) – is now 
available on Auxiliary eLearning. This course is will prepare 
you to take the APC test on the National Testing Center, 
which is a prerequisite for holding elected office . If you can 
take this course, and complete the chapter quizzes with a 
score of 90 percent, you will almost certainly pass the 
online test as well. You can access the course at: 
http://64.207.134.26/usr/moodle2/course/view.php?id=43 
 

 
 

New CD for TeleComm Operator PQS Training 

A new CD is available from the 

ANSC on training for the 

Telecommunications Operator PQS 

(Personal Qualification). This CD 

contains the PQS, all the reference 

documents, and a new Interactive  
Mentoring Guide to provide 

everything needed for radio 

qualification on one CD. Order CD 2015A from the ANSC 

 

 

ICS-210 Deadline Extended 

The deadline for completion of ICS-210 has been extended to 

1 April 2010. Per ALAUX 002/07 this course or the full ICS-

300 course is required for Auxiliary Single Unit Resource 

Leaders (SURL's) such as coxswains, PWC operators, pilots 

(Aircraft Commander, First Pilot and Co-Pilot), certain 

members in the Trident Program or any other team/task force 

leader determined by a Coast Guard unit Commander to have 

a need. ICS-210 (or ICS-300 as an equivalent) will required to 

qualify for these positions. 

 
 

 

Mad Mariner 

Free Online 

Publication 
The online daily 

boating magazine 

and web-based resource for boaters, is offering free one-year 

subscriptions to Auxiliarists. You get  a new feature story 

every single day, marine news, blogs, forums, boat reviews, 

video podcasts and more. Go to http://shopauxiliary.com/, 

then click on MembersOnly; log in and click on Mad Mariner. 

 
 
 

 

Potato Navigation 

 
When in fog, throw 

potatoes from the bow 

every 30 seconds. 

 

A splash indicates that 

everything is clear. 

 

A thud indicates you are too close to something. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

TOWING POLICY REMINDER 

 

During the recent Division meeting questions 
arose about how we are to respond to towing 
situations if there is a commercial tow service 
present. There is the possibility a service may be 
operating at SML this summer.. Shep Zedaker, 
SO-OP reviewed the 
USCG AUX policy…which 
grossly summarized, states 
we don’t tow. Read the 
attached copy of the policy 
to be up-to-date on the 
Auxiliary towing policy. 
 
 

http://64.207.134.26/usr/moodle2/course/view.php?id=43
http://shopauxiliary.com/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Division Staff 

DCP-E Hollowell         VCP-Merriman    IPDCP-Ellis 

AN-Riggins          CM-Popowitch    CS-J Demers 

IS-Flanders          MA-Kanary       MS-D Gruber 

MT-Lowe          OP-Zedacker                    PA-K Eakins 

PE-Howell          PS-T Merriman                 FN-G Ellis          

PV-Hallgren           VE-R Kunz     SR-M Daniels 

LA OIC-G Kunz          SML OIC-Hallgren 

 

1) Patrol schedule is out for SML. Be sure to check it out and 

sign on for either a patrol or stand a watch for the patrols. 

Many hands make light work! 

2) Be sure to read and heed the Auxiliary tow policy attached. 

3) If you weren’t there you obviously missed a good Division 

meeting this past Apr 4. Good reports, good information 

and good training…thanks to Division staff. 

4) The Division has signed a MOU to start a SARDET at 

Claytor Lake. Next Division meeting at Claytor on 8 Aug 

 

 

 

Flotilla 85 News 
FC-M Hallgren      VFC-G Turner  CS-B Vicks 

OP-       CM-M Hallgren  FN G Walton 

IS-S Goodwin       MA-S Goodwin  MS-M Hallgren 

MT-G Walton              AN-Vacant        PA-G Turner 

PB-M Hallgren       PE-M Hallgren  PS-D Hallgren 

PV-G Flint       SR-Vacant  VE-G Turner 

 

1) Watch for the upcoming activity dates. Classes and safety 

booths listed in this newsletter. We have 2 more classes and 

a safety booth at Mt Athos. 

2) After a few corrections we should be contacted to the 

Flotilla locator link. Thanks Berkey for all the work. 

3) Next meeting 21 Apr 1830 Colonial Rest 

 

  

 

VIRGINIA WATERCRAFT REGULATION 
4VAC15-390-80. Duty to slacken 

speed to avoid damage by 

motorboat's wake. Every 

motorboat, when approaching or 

passing vessels under way or lying 

to or at anchor or made fast to the 

shore; or when approaching or 

passing piers, docks, or boathouses; or when approaching or 

passing persons in the water or using water skis or surfboards; 

shall slacken speed to the extent necessary to avoid 

endangering persons or property by the effect of the 

motorboat's wake.  

 

Minutes Flotilla 85 

Altavista / Lynchburg 

 

03-17-2009 

 

Opening / Pledge led by Stu Goodwin  

 

Visitors David Polk, John Carwile, Kevin Eshleman, 

Commander Win Risinger USCG, Ret 

 

Introduction / Comments - Marty welcomed the visitors, 

introduced Ret Commander Risinger and Producer Andre 

Whitehead  

 

Minutes -approved as distributed 

 

Staff Reports 

FN - Guy, Dues are currently being accepted, current balance 

$2,484.48, also received $60 for the recent safe boating class 

in donations  

IS/MA - Stu discussed the need for the nav rules test by 2010  

CS - Berkey, web site is almost ready to post and review  

PV - Glenn, 6 visits have been made thus far  

PA -soon  

PE - the class last Sat had 30 people in it, another is scheduled 

at the police academy for Sat May 2nd  

OPS - patrol schedule is not out yet 

MT - plans to offer a class for the nav rules by 2010  

SR/PB - Marty, the newsletter is back up and running 

MS - Debbie, new fingerprinting equipment has arrived 

VE - Greg, supplies were handed out, we have completed the 

Facility inspections and have done 5 VEs thus far 

 

Old Business  

The TV spots were shown and discussed by producer Andre 

Whitehead of Whitehead Media Ventures   

 

New Business  

The Division meeting will be held at the Police Academy on 

Sat April 4th. 

An infant life jacket loaner program is being explored for the 

Leesville Lake area . 

 

Commander Win Risinger USCG Ret, spoke on his 

experiences working with the Aux over his past commands 

and throughout his carreer 

Recognition  

Motion to Close by Bill Lindsay, 2nd by Guy Walton. Motion 

carried.  

 

Next Meeting - Tuesday April 21st  

 

Attendance 

Marty Hallgren   Debbie Hallgren    Bill Lindsay    

Greg Turner        Guy Walton           Glenn Flint 

Larry Vicks         Berkey Vicks         Stu Goodwin 

Earl Wilkerson    Jim Herwood         Greg Tuttle 

Jerry Caprario 
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promote and maintain safety on the water. 

NEXT 

MEETING 
Apr 21, Tues 

6:30 PM 
Colonial Restaurant 

Bring a Friend! 
 

 

 

 


