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NEWS ITEMS 

 
YORKTOWN, Va. 

- Coast Guard 

Training Center 

Yorktown unveils 

its new response 

boat at the Boat 

Forces Center 

Thursday, March 5. 

The 45-foot 

response boat will 

be replacing the 41-

foot utility boat that has been in service for more than 30 years. The 

RB-M is a multi-mission boat that operates in coastal zones including 

inshore and inland waterways and open ocean out to 50-nautical 

miles. The RB-M is a self-righting, 45-foot all-aluminum boat with 

twin diesel engines and water jet propulsion.  It is capable of speeds 

in excess of 46 miles per hour and provides significantly improved 

maneuverability when compared to boats it is replacing. The RB-M is 

enhancing the Coast Guard's capability to conduct search and rescue, 

Homeland Security, and maritime law enforcement missions.  Go to 

the website and see this new boat in action! 
 

 
 

USCG rescues 4 near Cape May, 02-28-09 
CAPE MAY, N.J. - The Coast Guard rescued four people aboard a 

disabled 56-foot fishing boat recently 28 miles off the coast of Cape 

May, N.J. The Coast Guard received a late night call from a crew 

member aboard the vessel, reporting they had lost their generator and 

were having problems with their main engine. The crew of the fishing 

boat also confirmed they had survival suits and an EPIRB in case the 

situation escalated. A rescue boat crew from USCG 

Station Cape May, N.J., arrived on scene and 

reported the vessel was taking on water, 

their outriggers were stuck in the 

water, they did not have an 

anchor and they have 9,900 

pounds of flounder in hold. The rescue boat 

crew passed a dewatering pump to the crew and put the 

fishing boat in tow.  

 

 

 

WEAR YOUR 

LIFE JACKET! 
 

 

North Americas 1st Female Ship Captain Dies at 93 

02-25-09 
Bangor, ME-Molly K. Carney, who as Molly Kool was the first 

woman in North America to become a 

licensed ship captain, has died at her home 

at the age of 93. Known in Canada by her 

maiden name, Molly Kool won her 

captain's papers in 1939 and sailed the 

Atlantic Ocean between Alma, New 

Brunswick, and Boston for five years, a 

friend said. Kool grew up in the village of 

Alma, where she learned a love of the sea 

and sailing from her father, a Dutch ship 

captain. At 23, she made history by 

earning the title of captain, after the 

Canadian Shipping Act was rewritten to 

say "he/she" instead of just "he”. She 

overcame superstitions about women working at sea and won the 

respect of her male counterparts as she sailed her father's 70-foot boat 

in the dangerous waters of the Bay of Fundy. Kool also was well 

known in the U.S., where she appeared on an episode of "Ripley's 

Believe It or Not!" and was 

flown to New York for the 

show. Later, she married 

businessman John Carney, 

who bought her a boat, 

which he dubbed the Molly 

Kool. In a ceremony next 

month according to her 

wishes her ashes will be 

spread in the sea off New 

Brunswick. 

 
 

 

Man Dies in  Boating Accident, 03-03-09 

Auckland, NZ -A 68 year old man died after 

his clothing caught in the rotating drive shaft 

of his boat. Three men were fishing and had 

decided to move to a more sheltered area when 

they heard a bad weather forecast. As they motored to shelter their 

boat they hit a rock near and began taking on water. The victim went 

below to investigate the damage. He lifted the floorboards to get 

access to the bilges and reached in to feel for damage. The vessel was 

still in gear and the dive shaft was turning. He got caught on the drive 

shaft and his head pulled under the water that had flooded in after the 

collision. The man's friends tried desperately to cut his clothing to 

free him but he was too entangled. Police and coastguard boats 

arrived to find the man "firmly wedged" under the drive shaft with 

his mouth below the water level. The injured man was taken to 

Auckland Hospital where he later died 

The Channel 
 

The Molly Kool 

CAPT Molly 
Kool 

09-19-1939 



 

 

National Safe 

Boating Week 
M ay 16-22, 2009  

 
 

 

STATE OF THE COAST GUARD 

 

Admiral Thad Allen meeting with leaders from  

Auxiliary Division 10 (D11-SR). Included are Commodore Michael 

C. Johnson, District Commodore, D11-SR, Retired Rear Admiral 

Bob Sloncen of Wellton Arizona, and Captain Thomas Farris, 

Commanding Officer, U.S. Coast Guard Sector San Diego. Read the 

whole text of Admiral Allen’s “State of the Coast Guard” on the web. 

 

 
BOAT VIRGINIA: Boat Safety Class 

Date: 
Class #1 Sat 14 Mar 2009, 9A-4P 
Class #2 Sat   2 May 2009, 9A-4P 

Location: 

Lynchburg Police Academy 
Call Marty Hallgren   434-384-0454 

 

Mark your calendars! 
Class #1 has nearly 40 people registered! 

 
 

TCT 8-Hour Class 
Date: 

Sat 28 Mar 2009  0930 till complete 
Location: 

SML SARDET 
Contact Mickey Frece     ffrece@cox.net 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 
Can you believe it? Be sure to recognize and thank Greg 
Turner for getting the ball rolling and his early efforts. 
Thanks to Berkey Vicks for taking the handoff from Greg 
and running with the project. Thanks to Jeff Demers from 
Division for meeting with Berkey all day to put the finishing 
touches on the site. This was a team effort up and down 

the line! Having a website is a huge step for our flotilla and proves that 
though small we can still have an impact. Be sure to visit the site and make 
contributions and suggestions. You can find us on the web at 
http://a0540805.uscgaux.info. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Division Staff 

DCP-E Hollowell         VCP-Merriman    IPDCP-Ellis 

AN-Riggins          CM-Popowitch    CS-J Demers 

IS-Flanders          MA-Kanary       MS-D Gruber 

MT-Lowe          OP-Zedacker                    PA-K Eakins 

PE-Howell          PS-T Merriman        FN-G Ellis 

PV-Hallgren           VE-R Kunz     SR-M Daniels 

LA OIC-G Kunz          SML OIC-Hallgren 

 

 

Flotilla 85 News 
FC-M Hallgren      VFC-G Turner  CS-B Vicks 

OP-       CM-M Hallgren  FN G Walton 

IS-S Goodwin       MA-S Goodwin  MS-M Hallgren 

MT-G Walton              AN-Vacant        PA-G Turner 

PB-M Hallgren       PE-M Hallgren  PS-D Hallgren 

PV-G Flint       SR-Vacant  VE-G Turner 

 

1) Taping for our TV “Wear Your Life Jacket” spots has finished we 

should see a proof of the spots shortly. 

2) Boating Safety Class this weekend at the Police Academy.  

3) We are hosting the Apr Div meeting at the Police Academy on Sat 

April 4 

4) Larry and Berkey Vicks are out of town at the commissioning of 

their son’s (Commanding Officer!) new cutter in Florida. 

5) Don’t forget to take pictures! We are on the web and need to build 

up our “gallery”. 

6) Do you have enough VE supplies? It’s that time again! 

7) Special meeting in March….don’t miss it! 

 

Sector Hampton Roads Workshops 

Saturday, 21 Mar 2009 

0815-1630 

Lots of great workshops! Don’t miss an opportunity to catch up, 

recertify or learn something new! Ask for details! 

 

 

Blue Ridge Brawl 

Smith Mountain Lake 

April 23-26, 2009 
Watch for patrol opportunities when 

hundreds of fishermen hit the water in an 

all out race for the biggest catch! 

 
Backing in with your twin-screw, you need the stern to swing to port. What do 
you do? 

A. Take the starboard engine out of gear 
B. Take the port engine out of gear 
C. Increase speed of the port engine 
D. Increase speed of the starboard engine 

(see following page for answer) 



 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

 

Mar 14   Boating Class   Police Acad  

Mar 17   F85 Meeting   Colo nial  

Mar 28   8 Hour TCT   SARDET  

Mar 28   Sector Workshops  Yorktown  

Apr   4   Div Meeting   Police Acad  

Apr 21   F85 Meeting   Colonial  

May  2   Boating Class   Police Acad  

 

 
 

Mad Mariner Free Online Publication 

The online daily boating magazine and web-based resource for 

boaters, is offering free one-year subscriptions to Auxiliarists. You 

get a new feature story every single day, marine news, blogs, forums, 

boat reviews, video podcasts and more. Go to 

http://shopauxiliary.com/, then click on MembersOnly; log in and 

click on Mad Mariner 

 

 
Wanted Somali Linguists 

The USCG Auxiliary Interpreter Corps is looking for linguists that 

are fluent in Somali/English. Only members of the USCG Auxiliary 

need to apply – Please visit webpage: http://cgwebs.net/interpreter/ 

If you know a member in your Flotilla who speaks Somali, suggest to 

contact Klaus G.E. Baumann, N-II, Deputy Director, Interpreter 

Support, by email to kbaumann5@comcast.net 

 

Three Sheets to the Wind 

A sheet is a rope line which controls the tension on 

the downwind side of a square sail. If, on a three-

mast fully rigged ship, the sheets of the three lower 

course sails are loose, the sails will flap and flutter 

and are said to be "in the wind". A ship in this 

condition would stagger and wander aimlessly 

downwind. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Answer: B or D  

 D would increase your rearward speed so it might be inappropriate, 
depending on the distance that remains to be covered. 

 

 
 

Bored? Weather bad? Want to practice docking Go to these websites and 
play the docking games for free. It takes a little practice (just like real docking 
does) Enjoy!  

http://www.boatus.com/games/dockit/ 
This one is fairly easy and has 3 levels. If 
you are a BoatUS member there are 10 
levels. As you play through the docking 
scenarios change for variety. You can also 
pick 1 of 3 types of vessels. 
 
Now try: www.gamepuma.com/skillgames 
I had to search around a bit to find this 

game. Look on the left hand menu and find “skill games”. Then I went to 
page 4 and found “Park My Boat”.  Watch for the seals…if you don’t sound 
your horn they sink your boat! 
 
Still not had enough? Well, try: 
http://byownerelectronics.com/flash/docking_school.html 
This one will drive you insane. The keyboard controls are a little awkward or 
maybe because it was 2AM when I was fooling with it, anyhoo. 

(These appeared in the April 09 issue of Boating Magazine) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Boy Scouts of America & USCG  

Auxiliary Agreement Signed 

On 23 February 2009, the USCG 

Auxiliary signed a Memorandum 

of Agreement to begin partner liaison with Boy Scouts of 

America. The Boating Department is developing an 

implementation strategy to make this a meaningful agreement 

between our two organizations. The MOA can be downloaded 

in the Boating Department Document Library under Partners, 

or downloaded directly (as a PDF) here: 

http://auxbdept.org/pdf/BSAUSCGAuxMOA23Feb09.pdf. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

AUXILIARY KNOWLEDGE BASE 

ODU Uniform. 
I received instructions to attend an AUX class in ODU 

uniform. The letter stated wear ODU uniform "Pressed" and 

boots shined. I understand the boots shined but I am 

concerned, that with the nylon in the ODU uniform Pressing 

may cause break-down. What is the official AUX policy on 

"pressing" ODU uniforms? 

 

 

Pressed simply means ironed. Walk around any sector office 

and you will see neat wrinkle free uniforms with the pockets 

flat including the cargo pockets. The ODU is made of a sturdy 

material that can be pressed at the local dry cleaners as well 

but usually just a few minutes with an iron on a steam setting 

is enough to present a sharp appearence. CG -5421 

recommends it not just for classroom situations but also 

anytime where an Auxiliarist interacts with the public. 

What tide? 

http://shopauxiliary.com/
http://www.boatus.com/games/dockit/
http://www.gamepuma.com/skillgames
http://byownerelectronics.com/flash/docking_school.html
http://auxbdept.org/
http://auxbdept.org/documents.php
http://auxbdept.org/pdf/BSAUSCGAuxMOA23Feb09.pdf
http://auxbdept.org/pdf/BSAUSCGAuxMOA23Feb09.pdf


 

Lessons Learned 
 

As an exercise, think of how many errors were made in 
the recent Clearwater, FL boating tragedy. How many did 
you come up with 10, 12, 15…more? Anything they did 
right? Share this exercise in a boating class and use it as 
a “teachable moment”. Good discussion material! 
 

 

THANKS! 
Just a big thanks to Dean Nimax (F81)for all the work 

put into the crew training classes at the SARDET. 
Much appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
US Department of Homeland Security 
United States Coast Guard 
FSO-PB 8-05 5SR 
2401 Old Forest Road 
Lynchburg, VA 24501 
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Published by Flotilla 85, US Coast Guard Auxiliary at no expense to the Government. Flotilla 

85 is a volunteer, unpaid civilian body whose mission is to assist the US Coast Guard to 
promote and maintain safety on the water. 

NEXT MEETING 

Mar 17, Tues 6:30 PM 

Colonial Restaurant 

Bring a Friend! 
CAPT (USCG Ret)) Win Risinger will be a 

special speaker at our March meeting. 

CAPT Risinger retired with 30 years in the 

Coast Guard. His resume includes 5 

commands at sea and 3 Group commands. 

He is a Vietnam veteran and was our own 

Commander of Group Portsmouth during 

the period 1978-1980. We look forward to 

hearing a bit of his own story as he served 

with the Auxiliary throughout his career. 

 
 

 

 


